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Non-violent nationalism is a corollary' to the doctrine of
Sicadeshi which lays do\vn that ore's countrymen are one's
nearest neighbours and have the first ciiim upon die's
service.179 Nonviolent nationalism is thus essentially ethical
and only incidentally political. It is ci mere means aud not an
end, a means not only of securing the welfare of a people but
also of serving humanity and advancing "the crestest good of
all".
By national freedom Gandhiji does not mean absolute
independence which is inconsistent with progressive inter-
nationalism. To quote him, "My notion of Puma Swaraj is not
isolated independence but healthy and dignified inter-depen-
dence."180 "The better mind of the world desires today not abso-
lutely independent States warring one against another but a
federation of friendly inter-dependent States."181 According to
him, the only condition on which the world can live is being
united under one central governing body composed of represen-
tatives of the component parts.182
The international organization should be freely established
and maintained by non-violence which can solve all the pro-
blems of the world. In 1931 speaking at Geneva about the
League of Nations he remarked, "It (the League) is expected
to replace war, and by its own power, to arbitrate between
nations who might have differences amongst themselves. But it
has always seemed to me that the League lacks the necessary
sanctions. . . .1 venture to suggest to you that the means we
have adopted in India supply the necessary sanction not only to
a body like the League of Nations, but to any voluntary body or
association that would take up this great cause of the peace of
the world."183 A non-violent world organization requires the
giving up of armaments and of the use of force to defend even
proved rights. "Proved rights should be capable of being vindi-
cated by right means as against the rude, i.e., sanguinary
179 See above, pp. 92-97.
18<> T. L, March 26, 1931.
181 jf. /., II, p. 438. Interdependence is, according to him, as much the
ideal of man as self-sufficiency, for man is a social being and his social inter-
dependence enables him to suppress his egotism and to realize his oneness
with the universe.
W2 H., June 8, 1947, p. 184.
183 Quoted in B. Sharga, Gandhi, pp. 389-90.